Bernard M. Campbell, Baltimore Slave Trader in Carroll County

'?\: 1-, GROES WANTED.—Versons having SLAVER
to sell will hereafter find us located at the exten-
give establishment f-'"mPrn owned by Hope H. Sla
ter. We ha ave purchased his entire POBEOSS! msur
PRATT STREET, No .-41, at which place all
have S]uves to sell will be sure to get the hx,,heg*
'Jr!’ e, “']l’ n [Ht_ “"?'e: a r,. young and Ilkﬁl 'Ih{'n
place 18 now open o receive on BOARD T egroe.
which are for sdle,at 25 cents per day. ‘-lIcomm::
nications will meet with pmm t attention.
L. CAMPBEILL.

Having retired f'mm thc busmess I would cheer-
fully recommend my friends and ('tlstnmt'rs to call
?t “Ll{ 14 establishment to obtain the highest prics
or their Slaves. HOPE H. SLATTER, iyls<4m®*

“Negroes Wanted.” (The Baltimore Sun, Nov. 8, 1848)
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Distrctof Baltimore, Portof Boltimore, /§ P day of A evrertin 184§
Pk & g%%/(.,_ of the person§ named and particularly described in the. A%+ manifost of Bl
-A'M Master of the /3.4, M =—— do solemnly, sincerely, and truly swear, each of us to the best of our knowledge and beliel
L Alarie haj~c not been imported in the United States since the first day of January, one thousand
eight hundred and eight ; and that ander the Lnrx of the State of Maryland, P held to service or labor ag ihvns and a-wcnot entilled to

freedom under lhue laws, at a cerlain time -nd after a known period of service—S0 HELP -£e-GOD.
e Ct— =

Sworn to, day of Ml“ 13 before
COLLECTOR,

1848 slave ship manifest listing 42 enslaved individuals under the name of B.

M. Campbell. (“New Orleans, Louisiana, U.S., Slave Manifests, 1807-1860 for

William Grimes, Arrivals (Inward Manifests),” Roll 12, 1848-1850,
Ancestry.com

Bernard M. Campbell, one of
Baltimore’s most notorious traders of
enslaved African Americans, owned
both land and enslaved individuals in
Carroll County according to county
records from the 1850s and 1860s.

In 1848, Campbell and his brother
Walter purchased the slave-trading
operation of Hope H. Slatter on Pratt
Street along Baltimore’s harbor and
continued Slatter’s practice of buying
and selling enslaved persons.! Over the
next 15 years, Bernard M. Campbell
(often noted as B. M. Campbell)
became one of the nation’s largest slave
dealers, sending men, women, and
children purchased in Maryland for
resale in New Orleans and other
southern cities. Between April 1851 and
November 1852 alone, ship manifests
show they transported 339 enslaved
people from Baltimore.?

Bernard M. Campbell and his family
apparently lived in Baltimore City. In
the 1850 U.S. Census for Baltimore
City, “B M Campbell,” aged 36, shared
his home with “J C Campbell,” aged 23,
probably a brother. They were both born
in Georgia and were each listed as a
“Slave Dealer.” Bernard Campbell held
35 enslaved people in 1850, according
to the census record. By 1860,
Campbell had a wife and one young
child. He gave his age as 50, with no
occupation listed, and a personal
property value of $100,000. Much of
that value likely derived from enslaved
people. The Slave Schedule of the 1860
census listed 50 men, women, children,
and several infants under the name of
Bernard Campbell.’

In 1858, Campbell purchased 307 acres
in a rural part of Carroll County.*

Although there is no indication he lived on the property, an advertisement placed by Campbell in the March 11,



1859, Baltimore Sun offered a $100 reward for Henry Philips “who left my farm on the 10", near Marriottsville,
Carroll co.”” This confirms that Campbell kept at least one enslaved person on his Carroll County farm. Land
record research by Jeff Duvall shows that Campbell’s property lay near Liberty Road, a major route to
Baltimore from the southeastern part of the county, ironically called the Freedom District.!° However, the 1860
census records for Carroll County do not show B.M. Campbell as a resident or slaveholder in the county.

7 : ik Fadiles floaFend % | The Carroll County tax records
,-f, @ wadedeand @88 provide a clue to the purpose of
o BB s s i o 4 B o PP 307 :{ .-/;f/ﬁ‘: +  Campbell’s Freedom District farm. In
' T G eaen e S 1862, in addition to paying taxes on
P fu e @8 s land, a second entry indicated he

Detail of B.M. Campbell Carroll Co. tax assessment, 1862. (Carroll Co.

Commissioners Minutes & Proceedings)

'

also owed taxes on “18 negros @ $200
each. . .$3600.”° Transactions
involving buying or selling enslaved

people in Carroll County records usually named each individual and assigned him or her a specific value. This
entry implies Campbell’s “negros” were nameless and of the same value regardless of their age or sex,
indicating Campbell dealt in large numbers of enslaved people. These 18 enslaved individuals were likely part
of Campbell’s Baltimore slave trade, kept temporarily on his county farm prior to resale.

B.M. Campbell’s name also appears in the chattel and g : g VIR e

bond records of Carroll County for manumissions of
two enslaved men, Robinson Sewell and George
E.W. Stokes, recorded in 1864.” Given that both
men’s manumission documents were recorded in
Carroll County, it is likely that both were living
enslaved on Campbell’s Freedom District farm at the
time of their enlistments. Sewell and Stokes both
enlisted in Baltimore in the 4th Regiment of the
United States Colored Troops during the summer of
1863. Campbell was required to manumit (free) both
men as a result of their military service according to
General Order No. 329, issued on October 3, 1863.%
In 1867, Campbell, then living in Virginia, applied
“for compensation for service of a slave” from the
federal government for the military service of both
Sewell and Stokes, though it is unknown if he was
successful.’

In July 1863, several weeks after the Battle of
Gettysburg, Colonel Wm. Birney and other US Army
personnel, liberated the individuals in Campbell’s
slave pen on Pratt Street — 26 men, one boy, 29
women and three infants. An article in The
Philadelphia Inquirer on July 31, 1863, described the
inhumane living conditions in the compound.'? (see
“Letters, Diaries, and Memoirs” database for Col.
Birney’s report on what he found in what he called
“Camlin’s Slave Pen,” reprinted in The Philadelphia
Inquirer in July 1863.)
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CLAIM FOR OCOMPENSBATION FOR ENLISTED SLAVE.

e oo Regiment U. &, Colored Trwp- Co.... ; certificate of which enlistment and s

, secompany this application

Tn proof of my loyalty to the Constitution and Government of the United States, I present the seeompanying oath,
which 1 bave taken, signed and acknowledged; to be filed with this application, in soconlance with requirement of Gen-
eral Orders, No, 829, 1863, War Department, Adjutany ffe

OATH OF ALLEGIANCE. 4

SB. e Crrgpece the owner aud claimant, do solomnly swesr

{hit the oregoing claim s & jnnmdmlimdnm-lunudmm&anmdlﬁ mid slave, acd that the fct
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And T do mm.mmnh.
s Barne arms against the Unitad Siates; mnum never given any a

or encouragément 10 any person or pereons engaged, or whom T bad about o engags, in insurree-
tion, robellion ar armed hostility agains the Undted States; that, T ha nsoepted, nor attempled to
ler any suthority or pre-

atary support 1o any insurrection, rebel-
Tisa. or pretended guvernmant, authority, power itution within the Unired States hostile thereto.  And T do further
swear that to the best of my knowledge and abi I ha pported and defended, and will continue to support and
dofond, the United States againat all anemies, forsigs aad domastic; und that I have supporied, defended and obeyed,
and il continue to nuppor, defond and obey, the Conatizution and Laws of the United States: that T will bear trao faith

and alleginnce to the smme;
help me God

; and that I take this oath frecly, without any mental rvservation or purpose of evasion: So
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B.M. Campbell “Claim for Compensation for Enlisted
Slave” for George E.W. Stokes. (Ancestry.com)



Bernard Campbell and his wife Emily were apparently living on their Carroll County farm in April 1864 when
they sold their land to a nearby landowner and enslaver, James F. Purvis.!! Campbell does not appear in Carroll
County records after Maryland abolished slavery on November 1, 1864 by a change in the state constitution. As
noted previously, by 1867, he was living in Virginia (Fauquier County).

The purpose of Bernard M. Campbell’s 300+ acre farm in Carroll County, which existed between 1858 and
1864, invites speculation. It likely included accommodations for enslaved persons in addition to farm managers.
Living conditions would have been far healthier in the country than in a slave jail in Baltimore, and Campbell
would reap higher profits from selling healthy bondsmen in New Orleans. Crops and livestock raised on the
farm were likely used to feed Campbell’s enslaved people held in Baltimore as well as in Carroll County. One
of Campbell’s newspaper advertisements noted that slaves could be “boarded” for 25 cents per day.'? (See
Image 1) Moving people as well as farm produce between Carroll County and Baltimore would have been easy.

Campbell’s slave trading operations in both Carroll County and Baltimore City deserve further investigation.
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